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Welcome to the spring edition of the 

newsletter, you may notice a few 

changes to the newsletter as Antony 

Kent has very kindly agreed to take 

over producing it, this is an extremely 

time consuming job as Iõm sure heõs 

finding out!  I would like to thank him 

for taking on this job. If anyone has 

anything they would like to go in the 

newsletter, may be a memory of a spe-

cial days hunting etc. please let us 

know, we would love to here it.  

It is with great sadness I report that 

Mr. John Allen has passed away. He 

has been a long standing supporter of 

the Croome and West Warwickshire 

Foxhounds and will be greatly missed 

by all.  

Since the last newsletter the support-

ers club have been very busy, we have 

cooked for two farmers beef suppers, 

one for Mrs. Ralphõs farmers and the 

other at Peopleton, it was lovely to see 

so many hunting people there sup-

porting the suppers and thanking the 

farmers over whoõs land we hunt. The 

team in the kitchens did a fantastic 

job and many people offered to come 

along to help, even our very own pho-

tographer Steve Key was caught on 

camera washing up.  I would like to 

say a huge thank you to the  team who 

helped on both nights, also a special 

thanks to Catherine Hurley for com-

ing out of retirement and helping out 

at the first beef supper.  

We held our quiz at Bishampton Vil-

lage Hall, thank you to the teams that 

entered and congratulations to the 

winning team of Sarah Stern, Helen 

Millward, Martyn and Debbie  

Icke. The supporters club meet was 

next at the kennels  we handed out 

punch, hot dogs and cake to many, 

people. Thank you to all who helped 

on the day.  

The next event was the end of season 

supper at Arrow Mill, this proved to 

be a very popular event and tickets 

sold out quickly. Once again the food 

was lovely and a good time was had by 

all. The speaker this year was Mr. 

Smith Maxwell who I would like to 

thank very much for giving up his 

evening to speak to us.   

Steve Key has put all his wonderful 

photos from the past season on to  

CDõs there is an autumn hunting set 

and also a set of CDõs for open hunt-

ing, he is selling these and if anyone is 

interested in buying any, please con-

tact Steve  on 07969992269. For every 

full set sold (an Autumn hunting set 

and an open hunting set) Steve will 

donate £20 to the supporters club.  

 Over the summer we are planning to 

hold Hound racing at the kennels. 

There will be a bar and a BBQ, as 

soon as a date has been confirmed I 

will let you know.  if you would like to 

be an ôownerõ of a hound for the day 

let either Steve or Ant know, they will 

also be looking for race sponsors.  

Mrs. Jules Hopkins is currently un-

well and Iõm sure you will all join me 

in sending her our best wishes.   

I hope you all enjoy a lovely summer 

and look forwards to seeing you at 

summer events.  

Charlotte Key  



 

This quartersõ winner is 

Martin Saddler  

With ticket number 14  

 

 

Having been privileged to have 

followed the Croome and then the 

Croome and West Warwickshire 

Foxhounds for over 40 years, I 

have been asked to do a short col-

umn for the CHSC newsletter.  

During this period of time I have 

enjoyed good sport and much fun 

astride well turned out horses, but 

during the past few years (as 

many of you will know) Iõve been a 

true foot follower ð following the 

hounds totally on foot.  By adapt-

ing to this form of travel it makes 

one appreciate the countryside to 

its full splendour not only the gen-

eral landscape but also the tree 

cover, hedges, ditches (yes some 

are deep), variety of fences, build-

ings and most importantly the soil 

varieties ð going gets tough when 

you are yomping across heavy wet 

clay arable land and carrying 5lbs 

of mud on each boot.  It also keeps 

you very fit!  Makes you think 

about what your horse has to cope 

with in such going.  Perhaps all 

hunters should have at least 2 

days a season totally on foot just to 

make them 

appreciate 

what their 

horses have 

to cope 

with during 

a dayõs 

hunting 

and of 

course it would help some of the 

less fit riders to become a little 

fitter!  As I write these few words, 

in just a few hours the annual 

Point to Point at Upton will take 

place on ground that has had to be 

well watered during the past week 

so no heavy going ð its rated as 

good to soft in places ð if only hunt 

days could be the same.  But then 

it would make riding to hounds a 

little too predictable and less excit-

ing.  

 

Les Bailey  

Croome & WW 100 CLUB  

Athlete on Foot  
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There were 106 Tumbles last sea-

son. Apparently nobody used to 

fall off until the Tumblers Club 

was reformed. The network of in-

formers is proving  that there are 

many that fall and try to cover 

their tracks. Even quad bike 

tracks reversing into ditches up-

side down. Despite those fallers 

who have remained silent the club 

has achieved immense success. 

The winner of the Tumblers Club 

this year is Emma Bogaard. Em-

maõs fall at the final meet clinched 

the coveted title.  

The most memorable fall for me 

apart from Mrs. Weaving meeting 

Davy Jones in Ragleyõs locker, was 

witnessed by many foot followers. 

This was performed by Mr. Firkin 

and of course the legendary Ar-

thur.  

 

Arthur was being followed by his 

loyal  Knights as he attempted to 

jump a ditch. Mr. Firkin ejected 

and shouted ò I am in the Tum-

blers Clubó.  Out of breath from 

his joyous song Mr. Firkin at-

tempted to remount the  Trojan 

sized horse with the help of the 

Tumblemeister himself.  

 

In an alleged conspiracy the Tum-

blemeister pulled Mr. Firkin clean 

over the horse by his scarlet coat. 

Mr. Firkin lay on 

the floor, on his 

back looking at an 

array of hooves 

around all parts of 

his body. Fortu-

nately none of the 

hooves found flesh 

and the Tumblemeister request for 

a further tumble toll was rebuffed 

flatly by Mr. Firkin leaving  the 

Tumblemeister's face scarlet!  

 

Finally if you do see a quad bike in 

distress or a footie on the floor let 

me have a pic so denial will be 

over ruled . :)  

 

Tumblemeister  

Sketches in Stable and Kennel  

Tumblers Club  

the chase. There is something 

more to it than that -the personal 

equation as usual..  

Another sketch will be published 

next newsletter.  

From the book òSketches in Stable 

and Kenneló written and illustrat-

ed by    Lionel Edwards, R.I. first 

published in 1933, kindly lent to 

the editor by Mr. & Mrs. Andrew 

Bomford.  

 

Every huntsman has his favorites 

and their individual affection, but 

it has always struck me as re-

markable that a man should be 

able to obtain the mass affection of 

a whole pack of hounds. Yet some 

huntsmen have this power, and it 

is very noticeable how hounds 

watch such a man at a meet. He 

never seems to have to obtain the 

attention of his hounds -he has al-

ways got it. Doubtless cupboard 

love has something to do with it, 

but while all huntsmen feed their 

hounds, only some have the confi-

dence and affection of their packs. 

It isnõt only vitamins that make 

condition and ability to complete 
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I settled into life in the Chateau in Belgium.  I 
was most surprised to find myself very home-
sick as like most young people I had been 
dying to leave the constrictions of family life 
and thought myself more than ready for the 
big world.  It was always there, at the back of 
my life in Londerzeel, a longing for boring old 
Worcester! 

I had two new companions who arrived, one 
to help me with the horses and a Yorkshire 
girl who was taken on to help with the house-
work.  Since she was a party girl who had the 
most beautiful nails she wasnôt exactly Mrs. 
Overall.  The girl who worked most closely 
with me was Sue and she was OK, we got 
along companionably 
and shared the workload 
more or less harmoni-
ously.  Jan, the house-
keeper, was more fun 
and made me laugh.  
Three girls is not always 
the best combination but 
we were all thrown to-
gether away from home 
and our floor in the 
house became a bit like I 
imagine boarding school 
to be. 

We had our meals in the 
main dining room with 
the family which rather 
surprised me and which 
I thought was a very 
egalitarian touch.  They spoke perfect Eng-
lish to us but mostly spoke French to each 
other.  I was able to eavesdrop fairly accu-
rately by the end of my stay there which 
caused them some amusement when they 
found out.  We ate well and occupied some 
middle territory of hierarchy between the fam-
ily and the staff who ran the house, a cook 
who was mostly drunk (the Flemish people 
are a bit prone to relying on the drink and be-
coming maudlin), a maid who seemed mostly 
to do the ironing and a general handyman 
who lived in the village.   

The daughter of the house Diane was only a 
couple of years younger than us and so inev-

itably became more of a friend.  Rodolphe 
was older and more aloof, much more aware 
of his social position and standing.  The Vi-
comtesse was going to throw a party for 
Rodolpheôs 21st birthday and we were all in-
vited.  It was so exciting, dresses at home 
were considered and obviously found want-
ing because in the end Madame lent me one 
of her    evening dresses which was just the 
most beautiful thing I had ever seen.  The 
party was amazing and my most vivid 
memory is walking in wet grass near the lake 
wearing this dress and feeling like a princess 
as the sun came up.  It was so kind of them 
to invite us to everything and more than we 

could have expected really.  It 
was so fascinating to meet 
the varied and aristocratic 
people that were in their circle 
of friends.  One summer tea 
party we went to they had in-
vited Princess Paola of Bel-
gium the sister of the current 
King of Belgium and we sat at 
the same table as her.  It was 
heady stuff! 

Jan, the housekeeper unsur-
prisingly decided the job was 
not for her and left leaving a 
Jan shaped hole.  She wrote 
some very entertaining letters 
after leaving but gradually 
faded into memory only.   

I went home at Christmas on 
the ferry and spent a few days back there 
with my friends and found one of my more 
high maintenance friends was in trouble and 
needed a job.  I rang Belgium and another 
unsuitable housekeeper was taken on.  It 
was fun having her out there with me but she 
was serious competition for the boys that we 
met in the Brussels nightclubs.  We went to a 
club called The Black Horse and met Italians 
with sports cars and Greeks working as wait-
ers.  All very different to home. 

 

Chairmanõs Corner 



The Spring turned into the Summer of 1976 which as eve-
ryone knows was much too hot to work!  They had a pool 
at the Chateau and the family went to Argentina to visit 
relatives so we had the most amazing time swimming and 
sunbathing and not really doing anything much that we 
were being paid for (£12 a week). 

Jan, the housekeeper unsurprisingly decided the job was 
not for her and left leaving a Jan shaped hole.  She wrote 
some very entertaining letters after leaving but gradually 
faded into memory only.   

I went home at Christmas on the ferry and spent a few 
days back there with my friends and found one of my 
more high maintenance friends was in trouble and needed 
a job.  I rang Belgium and another unsuitable housekeep-
er was taken on.  It was fun having her out there with me 

but she was serious competition for the boys that we met in the Brussels nightclubs.  We 
went to a club called The Black Horse and met Italians with sports cars and Greeks 
working as waiters.  All very different to home. 

The Spring turned into the Summer of 1976 which as everyone knows was much too hot 
to work!  They had a pool at the Chateau and the family went to Argentina to visit rela-
tives so we had the most amazing time swimming and sunbathing and not really doing 
anything much that we were being paid for (£12 a week). 

On the familyôs return we 
had to move the horses 
down to their Summer 
chateau in the forests of 
Southern Belgium.  I had 
to drive the horsebox 
which I had never done 
before.  No-one asked 
me if I could so I just got 
on with it.  A journey of 5 
or 6 hours with Radio 
Luxembourg playing, at 
that age anything is 
achievable.  Their cha-
teau was so amazing it 
was hard to believe it; it 
looked like a fairytale 
castle.  It was still really 
too hot to ride so my 
memory is of becoming addicted to a French television soap a la Dynasty and lying on a 
bed reading and being bored! 

My unsuitable housekeeper friend left under a cloud, she lived her whole life under a 
cloud but I stayed till the end of my year and will forever be grateful for all I experienced 
and learnt.  I am sure it moulded me and provided many criteria to judge experiences by.  
I will never forget that year in Belgium and hug its memories to me always. 



Point to Point Miracle Workers  

Offers of Auction lots or 

raffle prizes gratefully 

received 

New Editor  

Antony Kent is the new editor of the Newsletter  

The summer edition will be published in August,  the clos-

ing date for your  

news, articles, adverts etc. will be: 20.7.11                                                                      

This is your newsletter, so please feel free to  contribute.  

Please send anything you would like included to:  

Antony Kent, Home Barn Sale Green, Droitwich, Worces-

tershire, WR9 7LN  

www.antkent@aol.com  

 

HOUND RACING AT THE 

KENNELS  

COMING SOON  

FOR HOUND AND RACE  SPONSORSHIP  

PLEASE CONTACT STEVE KEY  

Summer Ball  

Saturday 9th July  

Endon Hall, Wick, Pershore by kind 

permission of Mr and Mrs R Stern. 

For info contact Julia Weaving 

MFH 07778 001 575  

 

 

Just to say a  huge THANK YOU to all of you who helped 

with our Point to Point.  

Everyone worked really hard to put on a professionally run 

day and all did their bit to ensure the day ran well.   The 

course looked in good order despite the absence of any 

proper rain for six weeks, the watering team worked tire-

lessly to beat the sunny, drying weather!  

Can't single names out as there are just too many, but a 

true team effort to get this Point to Point organised and 

run.  

THANK YOU ALL SO VERY MUCH.  

  

Kind Regards  

  

Patty Allen MFH  

Chairman CWW Point to Point  

 


